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AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


For the first time in the history of our country we are witnessing 
on a nation-wide scale the attempt to enrol the private citizen in 
the military machine in time of peace. 


WAR AND THE CITIZEN. 


The Air Raid Precautions Act which has just passed lays upon 
the local Councils the duty to prepare the population for war. The 
function of these Councils is concerned with the intimate details of 
daily life, housing, streets and street lighting, drains, water, the care 
of the sick and aged, and from birth to maturity the care of the child 
both physically and educationally. They are now asked to approach 
all these homely matters on the assumption ‘of a state of war, and to 
invite the co-operation of the individual citizen in organising the 
community on a war basis. 


WAR AND THE HOME. 


Let us examine some of the suggestions that have been made for 
ways in which this might be done. 

One is that a room should be set apart in each house, sealed 
against poison gas, and equipped for occupation during an air raid. 
It is a little difficult to explain how a room could be spared for this 
purpose in the crowded areas in which the mass of the population 
live, and which would, from the experience of recent wars, be the 
first to suffer. Moreover, the efficacy of such provision has been 
riddled with criticism. At the moment we are not examining the 
efficacy of specific measures but the broad outline of the revolution- 
ary suggestions which lays upon Local Authorities and private citi- 
zens the obligation and a large measure of the cost.of defence in 
time of war. 

Let us look at another suggestion, namely that the citizen should 
purchase pump, sand, and shovel, and that housewives should 
practise putting out incendiary bombs, with a possible temperature 
of 3000°. This equipment is to find a safe storage in each home; - 
the children must not play with that attractive bag of sand, 
must not wear out the shovel on homely tasks, and father had better 
not use the pump to spray his roses, for these things are dedicated to 
the day of “ attack from hostile aircraft.” 

And each street is to have a warden or sub-warden, whose busi- 
ness it will be to see that the forgetful citizen remembers to be always 
prepared, for who knows when the “ hostile aircraft ’’ may appear 
on our coasts? 

And in every factory, office, and school wherever people work 
together they must be trained to expect war. 

One could examine over the whole range of private life the points 
at which this organisation for and expectation of war is required to 
intrude into the private life of the citizen and eee that to 
impinge on the mind of the child. 


THE MIND OF THE CHILD. 


After the war there grew up an almost passionate determination 
that though one generation had been lost in a vortex of national 
hatred, the new generation should grow up with a living sense of the 
one-ness of all peoples, without bitterness, and in friendship with 
the young people of other nations. And now? 

If the child is to grow up under the shadow of expected attack 
by hostile aircraft, what manner of international teaching are we 
going to give him? We do not name the attacker, but look appre- 
hensively out from our shores for an unnamed foe. ' The child is very 
logical. He will not readily accept these conflicting ideas—friend- 
ship with other nations and the ever-present expectation of attack. 
And in the light of modern thought and knowledge what assault are 
we making on the mind of the child, keeping alwavs before him a 
fear—that sealed and darkened room (if it should exist) —those homely 
implements set apart, guarded against an unknown day of horror; 
the expectation carried over into the exercises of the school? What 
are we doing to the minds of a whole generation of children 
if we surround them with these ever-present and tangible 
proofs of our expectation of war? 

We say, most truly, that we hope that war will not come. We 
know that, because the issues of peace and war lie, not in the stars, 
but in the will of man, that war need not come. And yet we are 
required to subject a whole population to war preparations, and to 
bring up a generation to regard war as an immediate possibility or 
even likelihood, and in so doing to prepare a nation most effectively 
for accepting war as the inevitable reaction in any moment of inter- 
national friction or tension. 


THE CHALLENGE. 


How are we to meet the challenge of this hour? The answer to 
such a question, involving as it does the very foundations of our beliefs 
and the intimate details of our business, home, and school life, must 
be an individual one, given after weighing the personal issues of 
occupation, of obligations, of conviction. How far shall we co- 
operate, or refuse to co-operate in this extension of war prepared- 
ness? 

How far do the obligations of common life compel the teacher, 
the civil servant, the public representative, the private citizen to 
acquiesce in this preparation for war in order to secure protection, 
which, at best, can only be for a few. And, is this increase in war- 
mindedness—in the expectation of war, which makes war so much 
more likely—balanced by this hypothetical saving on a hypothetical 
day? 


THE OBLIGATION. 


One thing is certain, that the responsibility of those who care, 
not only for the prevention of suffering and the saving of human life, 
but for the nurture of children to the full stature of gracious humanity, 


is to demand peace and the foundations on which peace is built. 
Peace cannot be built on fear and antagonisms, but must begin with 
understanding and friendship, and the patient fostering of inter- 
national relations based on justice and achieved by means free from 
violence. Start by clearing away the barriers to this understanding, 
the things which create fear and antagonisms. Demand from our 
Government that, instead of squandering the soul of a generation in 
a maze of ineffective air raid precautions, they boldly give a lead for 
the abolition of all fighting aircraft, calling the nations together 
for this avowed purpose. 


WOMEN UNITE FOR PEACE 


How to Make Your Voice Heard. 


Urge every group or organisation to which you belong to make 
known its desire for peace, and to ask the Government to use its 
tremendous power to secure the abolition of fighting aircraft and 
the international control of civil aviation. 

Write to your local Press and in the same sense to your M.P. 
personally and as a group. 
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